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The degree of peril is difficult to estimate, as the patients were lunatics, and 
were also apparently feeble; but the fact is significant that out of seventy- 
seven patients who were treated with the drug, no less than seven showed 
serious symptoms, and in five of these there was a fatal termination. It 
ought to be mentioned that the patients had been taking the drug for a con¬ 
siderable time in good doses, and had borne it well until symptoms of dis¬ 
turbance set in, these being great constipation, dark-brown urine, slow or 
in some cases rapid but feeble pulse, discolored patches resembling purpura 
on the limbs, and great prostration. In the cases which ended fatally the 
cause of death was heart failure, with oedema of the lungs.— Lancet , April 4, 
1891. 


Apomorphine foe Convulsions. 

De. Hoesley, of West Point, Georgia, has used apomorphine to arrest 
convulsions in strychnine poisoning, and under various conditions. Others 
have reported the use of this drug subcutaneously during the aura to prevent 
epileptic attacks, and to stop infantile convulsions. Dr. Horsley thinks that 
the remedy has hitherto been used principally for its emetic action. He 
accidentally found that it controlled the spasms produced by strychnine 
poisoning, since which time he has used apomorphine for all convulsions, 
and has in no ease been disappointed in the result. 

From his limited experience he is confident that apomorphine would prob¬ 
ably control any spasm not caused by lesion of the brain or spinal cord. 

He has not used it in tetanus or in rabies, nor in puerperal eclampsia, 
though its use arrested symptoms which led him to expect an attack of 
eclampsia. 

The dose ranged from one-twentieth to one-eighth of a grain, and has been 
uniformly administered by subcutaneous injection .—Medical Record, No. 
28,1891. 

Peroxide of Hydrogen as a Disinfectant of Water. 

De. Altehoefer finds that the addition of one part of the peroxide of 
hydrogen to one thousand of ordinary drinking-water, to drinking-water con¬ 
taining typhoid bacillus or cholera bacillus, is quite sufficient to destroy the 
various saprophytic and pathogenic organisms contained under these condi¬ 
tions, if it is obtained perfectly fresh and kept in good condition, and if it is 
allowed to act for a period of twenty-four hours. It is specially valuable for 
the disinfection of drinking-water, because it does not affect the taste, does 
not alter the color, and in the proportion mentioned is perfectly innocuous. 
As regards cost, he calculates that sufficient drinking-water, say two gallons 
and a half, for a family may be sterilized by means of peroxide of hydrogen 
at a cost of about five cents per diem .—British Medical Journal, 1890. 

Is Ethee to be Preferred to Chloroform? 

De. Julliard, Professor of Surgery at Geneva, answers this question at 
length and in detail; he compares and contrasts the two anaesthetics from 
various standpoints, and prefers ether. Of course, ether is far safer than 
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chloroform, and the inconveniences which attend the administration of ether 
have been exaggerated. 

It produces just as complete anaesthesia as chloroform, and the dangers of 
ether, its inflammability and its irritating action upon the respiratory passages, 
may be avoided by careful administration. 

After using chloroform for fifteen years, and after an experience with ether 
extending over fourteen years, he affirms that it is no more difficult to etherize 
a patient than to chloroform one. —Revue Medicate de la Suisse Romande, No. 
2, 1891. 


Pyridin in Gonorrhoea.. 

R.—Pyridini.grs. v. 

Aq.Jiij.—M. 

S.—One injection daily. 

It is said that three or four injections are sufficient to give relief.— Thera- 
peutische Monatshefte, No. 1, 1891. 

Action op Jambul upon the Quantity of Sugar in the Urine of 

Diabetics. 

Dr. Rosenblatt reports a case of diabetes in which the symptoms were 
notably ameliorated by the administration of syzigium jambolinum. It may 
be given in the form of powder, three-fourths of a drachm to four drachms, 
in twenty-four hours, or in fluid extract, three-fourths of a drachm to five 
drachms a day. 

In a patient, aged twenty-eight years, who passed from six to eleven quarts 
of urine a day, containing from 8 to 8J per cent, of sugar, or about thirty 
ounces of sugar in twenty-four hours, syzigium jambolinum reduced the urine 
to about five quarts, and the quantity of sugar to about twenty ounces a day. 
The man’s condition was improved, and the amelioration was in proportion to 
the amount of the remedy employed.— Nouveaux Renibdes, No. 3, 1890. 

Treatment op Dysentery by Enemata containing Corrosive 

Sublimate. 

In the Military Hospital at Oran fifty-three cases of acute dysentery were 
given local treatment with corrosive sublimate. Two or three warm injec¬ 
tions daily of about seven ounces of a 1: 5000 bichloride solution were made ; 
these were retained not more than ten minutes. Even after the first day’s 
treatment the stools were fewer iu number, and after three or four days the 
mucous character of the discharges disappeared. Tenesmus and pain were 
soon diminished. Where the anal opening had become irritated it was painted 
with a solution of cocaine before the injections were given. In cases where 
the pain was severe laudanum was also used. The bowels became so consti¬ 
pated in many cases that purgatives were required. 

There were no toxic symptoms suggesting mercurial poisoning, not even a 
single case of stomatitis; the salt was probably little, if at all, absorbed. The 
excellent results of this treatment are attributed to a direct and fatal action 
of the remedy upon the microorganisms of dysentery. 

In cases of chronic dysentery, with acute exacerbations, a single daily use 
of the remedy is sufficient. —Oentralblatt f. lelinische Mediein, No. 11, 1891. 



